
 

Welcome to this edition of 
the Lillypad, March 2016 
 

The Lotus Place North Queensland office is 

located at 312 Sturt Street Townsville and 

we provide Outreach Services to a number 

of communities throughout the region, you 

can give us a call on 07 4724 4410. 

The New Year is well and truly here, March 

already? Our new team has settled in and 

we are excited to engage with as many 

current and new members as possible this 

year. 

I would like to introduce to our newest 

member of the Team! 

Jordan Hackett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates 

We have confirmed outreach meeting 

dates, we will be in Mackay on Thursday 

14th April, Cairns on Thursday 21st April 

and Ayr on Wednesday 27th April.  

Please contact us to RSVP if you will be 

attending your local meetings. For 

Townsville and its surrounds we will aim to 

hold monthly meetings, we encourage all 

available members to attend. 

 

The Royal Commission 

The Royal Commission into Institutional 

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse continues 

to be a vital investigation that will help 

make our children safer in the present and 

future. Their recommendations on redress 

puts pressure on state and federal 

governments to acknowledge Forgotten 

Australians who have suffered and actually 

do something about it.  

Lotus Place, other organisations and 

Forgotten Australians have expressed the 

belief that the best response would be to 

create a National Redress Scheme. 

However our voices need to be very loud 

to ensure that our governments hear what 

is important to their people.  

 

 



 

Our team at Lotus Place has and will 

continue to meet with individual Members 

of Parliament and local governments to 

educate and pressure them to do what is 

right by Forgotten Australians.  

Royal Commission releases consultation 

paper on out-of-home care 

The Royal Commission into Institutional 

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse has 

released a consultation paper on out-of-

home care. 

Royal Commission Chief Executive Officer 

Philip Reed said the Commission’s terms of 

reference direct it to examine how to 

better prevent, report and respond to child 

sexual abuse in institutional contexts. 

“We decided to examine out-of-home care 

because it was apparent from our private 

sessions, public hearings and research 

work that children in out-of-home care are 

at a heightened risk of sexual abuse,” Mr 

Reed said. 

“To date we have held over 4,700 private 

sessions, in which out-of-home care was 

the largest category of institutions 

identified, constituting over 40 per cent of 

all reports of child sexual abuse,” he said. 

“We have heard numerous accounts of the 

significant sexual, physical and emotional 

abuse of children that occurred in these 

institutions and its detrimental impact on 

many people’s lives.” 

Mr Reed said the Commission had heard 

concerns that the current out-of-home care 

system did not adequately protect children 

from sexual abuse, or consistently respond 

as well as it should when abuse occurs. 

“We are concerned that inconsistencies 

between the states’ and territories’ systems 

may mean that children receive differing 

levels of protection, care and support 

depending on their circumstances and 

geographical location,” Mr Reed said. 

“We are also concerned that sexual abuse 

in out-of-home care is under-reported, as 

most children do not disclose abuse at the 

time it occurs.” 

The consultation paper seeks views on the 

adequacy of screening checks and 

assessment of carers.  It asks for feedback 

on how to improve information sharing, 

prevention, and support services. 

The consultation paper is available on the 

Royal Commission website here. 

All interested parties are encouraged to 

make written submissions responding to 

the paper. Written submissions should be 

made by Monday, 11 April 2016 and can be 

submitted in the following ways: 

electronically to 

OOHC@childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au 

by filling out the online submission form at 

http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.go

v.au/policy-and-research/out-of-home-

care/have-your-say 

by mail, addressed to GPO Box 5283, 

Sydney, NSW, 2001. 

Submissions can be anonymous. 



Feedback on the issues outlined in the 

consultation paper will help inform 

recommendations the Royal Commission 

may make in order to better protect 

children in out-of-home care from child 

sexual abuse. 

Coralie O’Rourke 

On Wednesday 10th March Lotus Place staff 

and Forgotten Australian representatives 

met with Coralee O’Rourke the Minister for 

Seniors and Disability Services. In this 

meeting Minister O’Rourke heard firsthand 

the stories and needs of Forgotten 

Australians as we presented the document 

on Unfinished Business  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Networking 

Earlier this month Lotus Place attended a 

community networking day where we had 

the opportunity to engage and educate other 

community organisations about Forgotten 

Australians and our services. In turn we 

received a lot of information about other 

services and organisations available within 

Townsville and the North Queensland region. 

 

 

 

Another goal for Lotus Place is to help 

educate government services, medical 

centres, correctional services and community 

organisations to understand and be more 

sensitive to the difficulties facing Forgotten 

Australians. 

We just wish to remind all our members that 

we are an excellent information and referral 

centre. If you wish to take steps in supporting 

yourself but are having trouble finding the 

right service then do not hesitate to call and 

ask us if we have a contact in your region.  

 

 

Men’s Group and Social 

Engagement 

This year we would like to work on several 

community and social inclusion projects with 

the help and advice of our members. 

The first event we will facilitate is a regular 

men’s group for all our current and new male 

members in the Townsville region. The first 

meeting will be a casual BBQ on Tuesday 22nd 

March to enjoy a meal together and discuss 

what other activities the group may enjoy. 

Meet at the Lotus Place office at 11:30am.  

Other suggestions and ideas have included 

cooking workshops, women’s group and 

personal goals workshop. We welcome any 

feedback and new ideas that members may 

have. 


