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Welcome to this month’s edition of the Lillypad 

The Lotus Place NQ office is located at 

312 Sturt Street in Townsville City. 

 

Please feel free to call us on 07 4724 4410 

lotusplacenq@micahprojects.org.au 

PO Box 2027, Townsville, QLD, 4810 

Monday 

Appointments 

Travel 

Groups Activities 

Tuesday 

Drop In 

10am - 2pm 

 

Wednesday 

Appointments 

Travel 

Groups Activities 

Thursday 

Drop In 

10am - 2pm 

 

Friday 

Appointments 

Planning  

 

 

Townsville Centre Open Hours and Service Structure 

Call anytime Monday to Friday for support and referral over the phone 

6 September 
 

Remembrance 

Day Mackay 

7 September 
 

Remembrance 

Day Townsville 

18 August 
 

Townsville 

Lunch 

5 September 
 

Mackay 

Morning Tea 

16 October 
 

National Apology 

Townsville BBQ 

18 October 
 

National Apology 

Mackay BBQ 

Time limits on legal claims by child 
sex abuse victims to be removed 

JOINT STATEMENT 

Premier and Minister for the Arts 
The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk 

Attorney-General and Minister for Justice 
and Minister for Training and Skills 
The Honourable Yvette D'Ath 

Tuesday, August 02, 2016 

The Palaszczuk Government will ensure greater access to justice 

for victims of child sex abuse in institutions, by removing the legal 

limit which can hamper their ability to make claims for damages.  

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said legislation to remove the 

statute of limitations for victims of child sexual abuse in 

institutions, such as schools, will be introduced to Parliament this 

month. 

"I have met a number of victims of child sexual abuse. They are 

brave Queenslanders.  They told their horrific stories to the Royal 

Commission," the Premier said. 

"There is no time limit on their anguish or damage to their lives 

and their loved ones.”   

“My Government will ensure there is no time limit on justice." 

"My Government will remove that barrier.  The distress of the 

abuse often means victims do not seek immediate help and 

cannot come forward until their legal claims are time-barred," the 

Premier said. 

Attorney-General and Minister for Justice Yvette D’Ath said the 

Royal Commission had recognised that child sex abuse in 

institutions was an area of the law that required a different 

approach. 

“Time and again, through the harrowing stories told by survivors 

at the Royal Commission, it is evident these are issues that can 

take victims decades to be able to even report,” said Mrs D’Ath. 

“We must work to ensure all those victims have their claims dealt 

with as efficiently as possible. But when necessary, they must also 

have the time they need to come forward.” 

The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 

Abuse found that victims of child sex abuse are often well into 

their adult years before they become sufficiently aware of what 

they have suffered, and confident to discuss it, to have any 

prospect of seeking justice. 

Currently under Queensland law, a child victim has three years 

from the time they turn 18 to bring a civil action before the court. 

In addition to these legislative changes, the Government will also 

release an issues paper to seek stakeholder and community 

interest in broader civil litigation reform based on the 

Recommendations 85 to 95. 

Key issues raised in the discussion paper include: 

 Whether the Commission’s recommendation to remove 

limitations be extended beyond institutions to other 

settings, including families; 

 Whether other forms of abuse, such as physical abuse or 

related psychological abuse, be included; 

 Whether the current scope of damages is sufficient; 

 Whether legislation should include a test for what is 

reasonable care to prevent child sexual abuse in institutions; 

 The financial and other associated impacts with 

implementing other Royal Commission recommendations 

regarding non-delegable duty; 

 Whether the reverse onus should apply to all institutions. 

Recommendation 91 of the Commission provides that all 

institutions should be liable for child sexual abuse, unless 

the institution can prove it took reasonable steps to prevent 

the abuse; 

 What “relationships” should be captured by a proposed 

reverse onus of proof; and 

 Whether the defendant has a responsibility to nominate an 

additional related entity with capacity to meet any award of 

damages or costs. 

Upcoming Events 

Lillypad July | August 2016 

Office is open for ‘drop in’ Tuesday & Thursday and for specific support and 

referral Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
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Members Column     ●       Your Stories

 

Men’s Group Activities 

The men’s group had been meeting for several months. 
Each time gathering to enjoy a different activity or BBQ in a 
new location.  

While attendance has been low for a couple of the 
meetings those that have come have had a really great 
time! In June we enjoyed a couple of hours playing lawn 
bowls and the gents showed some serious natural talent. 

          
Last month we grabbed the camping stove for a BBQ and 
enjoyed the spectacular views over Townsville and 
Magnetic Island from the top of Castle Hill. 

We would really like to encourage all of you that haven’t 
attended a group to try and make it. With more numbers 
we can look at some really exciting activities. The list of 
discussion so far includes a day trip to Magnetic Island 
possibly with a game of golf, some fishing along the coast, 
more bowling with teams and anything else you bring to 
the   table. We have not met for some time now, but there 
will be more meetings again soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wise words - Your Time to Share 

As we mentioned to some of you at various meetings, this 
part of the Lillypad will now be dedicated to any 
contributions from our members in North Queensland. 

We encourage anyone who has a story, recipe, poem or 
something else they would like to share to contact us and 
discuss including it in the next edition. Lotus Place staff 
and service users would love to see this become a space of 
expression where you can connect with other Forgotten 
Australians that you may not get to meet in person. 

In this edition Frank has shared a couple of quotes that 
challenge you to take life as it comes. 

“Failure to plan on your part does not constitute an 
automatic emergency on my part!” 

“Is it a problem? 

Or an opportunity to learn?” 

Another one of our lovely Townsville  members has shared 
a poem that she wrote recently. 

*Suffer the Little Children* 

We were born to people who wouldn’t or couldn’t care for 
us. 

So through no fault of our own most went through some of 
the most horrific circumstances and the people around us 
didn’t care or didn’t want to be involved. 

If someone had stopped and asked the question, maybe a 
lot of harm to these children would not have happened, 
and I am sorry to say is still happening. 

People need to wake up and look at these and other 
children and admit their mistakes from the past and 
present. 

A lot of the forgotten children’s lives are nearly over but 
don’t forget them and don’t let it happen again. 

And stand up for us ‘The Forgotten Ones’ so our lives were 
not in vein  with what we went through. 

But if you were not born into that world you will probably 
never understand. 

But try. 

   From a real Forgotten Australian 

     Been there. Done that. 

Our bowling champs Gavin, Peter & Frank 

\Remembrance Day - September 

Invites to the Remembrance Day events in Townsville and 
Mackay have been sent out. If you live in either of those 
areas and haven’t received an invite please contact us and 
we will resend it. 

Remembrance Day is an opportunity for Forgotten 
Australians to come together, share a meal and 
acknowledge  the people who are no longer with us. It is a 
solemn occasion but an important and beautiful tribute. 

We encourage all our service users to make the time to 
attend this event, which is dedicated to recognising the 
Forgotten Australian community. This event will be held 
during Child Protection Week and there will be local or 
state government representatives at both events. It is a 
unique opportunity for them to meet and honour the 
survivors of the past child protection system and 
acknowledge the need to always do better to protect the 
present and future generation. 

Mackay Says Goodbye to Arthur Trott 

Sadly in June the community of Mackay had to say 
goodbye to Arthur. Like many Forgotten Australians he 
had a very hard childhood but as an adult and chose to 
make a difference to his 
community. His funeral 
gathered many friends 
and other Forgotten 
Australians to honour his 
life and the time and 
love he had given to 
those around him. 

His presence will be 
missed and we send our 
thoughts to those that 
were close to him. 

The NQ Reference Group 

Over the past couple of months there has been a call to 
reform the Reference Group. As a result we sent out 
letters giving everyone the chance to express their 
interest. Those that responded have now formed the 
North Queensland Reference Group facilitated by Lotus 
Place. 

The Reference Group is an opportunity for Forgotten 
Australians to lead change in their community. Meetings 
over the phone (and hopefully in person) facilitate 
discussions and planning about projects that will positively 
respond to the needs of Forgotten Australians across 
North Queensland communities. 

If you feel you have something to offer the group or 
would like to engage with these projects please 
contact Lotus Place NQ, the group is always open to 
new members and contributions. 

Reference Group looks at Aged Care 

One of the biggest issues that was raised among 
Forgotten Australians in the first reference group 
meeting was the fear of going into aged care and the 
lack of understanding within the care system. 

As a result Lotus Place staff and reference group 
members have begun brainstorming educational tools 
to help inform aged care providers about the effects of 
childhood trauma and the way this will change 
Forgotten Australians in their adult life. 

We have just completed our first mail out to aged care 
providers in the Townsville and Burdekin regions. This 
included some basic facts and history about Forgotten 
Australians and why aged care providers should invite 
Lotus Place staff and service users to visit their service 
centre and deliver an educational training session about 
supporting and connecting with Forgotten Australians. 

Wallet ID Cards 

Another idea that was first discussed in the Burdekin 
lunch meetings was creating a Forgotten Australian ID 
card. This card will have basic information about trauma 
and the real effects of being a Forgotten Australian.  

It will be designed as a support tool for when Forgotten 
Australians feel that they are being misunderstood by 
another person or service provider. They can hand it 
over and it will encourage the other person to stop and 
realise they need to be sensitive to this person’s past. 
Keep an eye out, there will be more news soon. 

Events & News    ●   Community Engagement 

Frank, Trevor & Gavin on top of Castle Hill 


