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SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND 

ISSUE Fourteen– October 2017 

    A big thank you to Shannon Fentiman for visiting 
Lotus Place on Wednesday 4th October and taking 
the time to talk to people and hear their stories.   
There were over 60 people in attendance. 

While Shannon was at Lotus Place we took the  
opportunity to unveil the new Plaque for Lotus 
Place Stones Corner and present members of the 
Historical Abuse Network with their Child 
Protection Awards. 

Minister for Communities, Women and Youth, Minister for Child Safety 
and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence

Lotus Place focuses on helping each person to fulfil their potential, and to access justice 
and healing. Lotus Place provides integrated peer support, advocacy, counselling and oth-
er support services to Forgotten Australians and Former Child Migrants.  

During the six weeks writing adven-
ture, Edwina guided, encouraged and 
taught people new ways to express 
their ideas in words and put pen to 
paper. Imaginations were sparked 
and people had fun with writing 
down their ideas.   

One of My Favourite Colours by Michele 

Grey is between black & white yet neither 
Grey skies – a relief from the scorching heat of life 

Greying temples – not dreary 
Grey matter – something to think about 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Dear Ms Renwick, 
 
I write to ask for your assistance to brief survivors who wish to contribute a Message to Australia or 
share information with the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  
 
The invitation to participate in the Message to Australia publication is open to survivors who have had 
a private session or submitted a written account. At the end of the Royal Commission, survivors’ mes-
sages of hope for future generations will be published in the Message to Australia book, which will be 
placed in the collection of the National Library of Australia.    
 
It is important that Message to Australia contributions be received by 31 October 2017 to ensure they 
are included in the publication. 
 
By way of background, information about contributing to the Message to Australia publication is avail-
able on the Royal Commission website.  
 
On 15 December 2017, the Royal Commission will complete its work with the handover of our Final 
Report to the Governor-General. 
 
For those survivors who would still like to share their experiences with the Royal Commission, there is 
an opportunity to tell their story in their own words via a written account. Written accounts that are 
submitted by 15 November 2017 will be read and acknowledged by one of our Commissioners and 
included in the Royal Commission’s official records.   
 
A guide to preparing a written account is available on the Royal Commission’s website.   
 
Those survivors who are not able to provide a written account, but still wish to provide information, 
can contact us by 30 November 2017 to have their information recorded and included in the Royal 
Commission’s official records. 
 
Options to contact the Royal Commission by phone, email or post are provided on our website. 
 
If you would like any further information, please contact us on 1800 099 340 or at  
contact@childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au.  
Yours sincerely, 
Philip Reed 
Chief Executive Officer 

The Royal Commission into Institutional  
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  

 

Gold Coast: Tuesday 14th November - Morning Tea & Art Activity 
Brisbane:  Tuesday 14th November -  Morning Tea & Art Activity 

The Songs of Justice Concert - Thursday 16th November    

Songs of Justice celebration concert brings together talented performers, commu-
nity members, family and friends to celebrate all that we have achieved together. 
Held at The Edge, State Library of Queensland, the evening’s line-up will include 
With One Voice Brisbane Choir (with Lotus Place Singers), Hope Street Music 
Group,  solo performers and more.   

Doors open 5.15pm | Canapés from 5.30pm | Concert starts 6pm 
RSVP essential to events@lotusplace.org.au | ph 3347 8500 by Mon 6 Nov 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au%2Fshare-your-story%2Fmessage-to-australia&data=01%7C01%7Cadele.renwick%40micahprojects.org.au%7Ce7452d81ee9c475f76bb08d4eabaae5f%7Cc406986a8c9a46dc963e1a95b
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au%2Fshare-your-story%2Fwritten-accounts&data=01%7C01%7Cadele.renwick%40micahprojects.org.au%7Ce7452d81ee9c475f76bb08d4eabaae5f%7Cc406986a8c9a46dc963e1a95b3492
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au%2Fcontact-us%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cadele.renwick%40micahprojects.org.au%7Ce7452d81ee9c475f76bb08d4eabaae5f%7Cc406986a8c9a46dc963e1a95b349270f%7C1&sdata=0inefnPk
mailto:contact@childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au
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A tribute. 

Remembrance Day 2017 falls within the last year 
of the Royal Commission into Institutional Re-
sponses to Child Sexual Abuse in Australia. The 
Royal Commission has brought national attention 
to the prevalence of Child Sexual Abuse and re-
lated issues within institutional settings: institu-
tions which were established to care for, protect, 
nurture and educate children. 

Instead, cultures of neglect and secrecy were cre-
ated for the purpose of protecting institutions, and 
covering up criminal activities and abuse of pow-
er, leaving the legacy of lifetimes of pain and loss 
for victims and survivors of the abuse. 

Many reports have validated that abuse and 
crimes did occur, as well as the impact on chil-
dren throughout their adult life. The Royal Com-
mission has had the power and mandate to put on 
public record the responses and, in many cases, 
cover-up of the institutions when abuse and or 
crimes were reported by children or other adults. 

We pay tribute to each of you with us today. We 
remember those who have passed away and those 
at home. As survivors, as family members, as citi-
zens. You have given Australia and Queensland 
great gifts. 

Firstly, by reclaiming yourselves as active citi-

zens in our democracy. You have done this de-
spite the legacy and ongoing impact of trauma 
from childhood abuse, the loss of opportunity, the 
companion of post-traumatic stress, and the deep 
anguish of an injustice that had been done. You 
have, with each Inquiry and opportunity, come 
forward again and again to be heard, and to edu-
cate. 

Secondly, by demanding and bringing about cor-
rective action by governments and institutions 
that were set up to protect and care for you as 
children, but instead neglected, enabled physical 
sexual and emotional abuse and abuse of power to 
occur whilst protecting the institution over your 
vulnerability as a child. 

You lived your childhood or some years of your 
childhood in orphanages, boarding schools, foster 
care or other out of home care arrangements. 

You participated in faith communities, communi-
ty organisations and sporting organisations. 

You were placed in detention centres with inap-
propriate orders for your protection. 

Your options were determined by Government 
Policy and family circumstances… 

Through the idea of rescuing indigenous children 
from their families and culture. (Bringing the 
Home Re-port Human Rights and Equal oppor-

Remembrance Day 2017 :  A Tribute to Historical Abuse 
Network and all individuals who have experienced abuse in 
institutions, foster care and detention centres.   
Karyn Walsh, CEO Micah Projects 
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tunity Commission) 

From mothers who did not have the means to eco-
nomically support a family. 

From fathers who did not have options to care for 
children and work. 

From orphanages or poor mothers in England 
through the immigration policy that saw children 
sent to Australia to help populate the country and 
assist with pastoral (farming) duties and domestic 
assistance. (Lost Innocents Righting the Record 
Senate Community Affairs References Commit-
tee 2001) 

From forced adoptions of children from mothers. 
(Community Affairs References Committee Feb 
2012) 

From child protection where family neglect or 
abuse occurred. 

In your personal journey you have been: 

- Breaking the silence 

- Truth telling, engaged in your own healing: re-
membering and releasing the secrets, seeking be-
lief, and seeking acknowledgement and justice 

- Reclaiming your identity, finding your family, 
your parents, your siblings, your children as the 
displacement of children continued across genera-
tions and across continents. Most importantly 
having a voice. 

- Educating the community. Today we see the 
fruits of your persistence in educating the profes-
sional community from medics to social workers, 
therapists to community workers, lawyers to 
judges, policy makers and legislators. This com-
munity now knows that the legacy of your child-
hood is real, has had its impact and is embedded 
in our history. It is not in the disturbance of your 
minds. 

- Living your lives with great diversity across 
your local communities, your professions, your 
passions 

- Educating policy makers and funders that heal-
ing is as much about access to counselling as it is 
to a range of other healing modalities. It is about 
access to creative arts, having a voice and seeking 
justice through correcting the public record. It is 
about law reform in the criminal or civil justice 
system, access to services opportunity and re-
sources in the community. The loss of opportuni-
ty and legacy of your childhood is not just about 

your mind, but your whole person. 

- Creating. You have written books, painted pic-
tures, built sculptures, taken photos, written 
songs. You have sung and you have danced. You 
have written poetry. You have engaged your 
minds, your bodies and spirit in restoring your 
self and engaging in community. 

- Living lives like the Lotus flower. A metaphor 
that you yourselves have adopted; from muddy 
water to a self cleansing beautiful flower above 
the water… describing your journey from adver-
sity to hope. 

- Over-represented in and amongst populations 
experiencing homeless, mental illness, chronic 
disease, prisons, drug and alcohol services. Your 
children or grandchildren are also over-
represented in our cur-rent child protection sys-
tem. 

- Displaying your sense of humour to give collec-
tive respite from the intensity that comes with 
bringing such personal experiences into the public 
arena. 

Creating a roadmap of advocacy, together. 

Whilst as individuals you felt isolated and un-
heard you began to connect as small groups, as 
the Ex-residents Network and then the Historical 
Abuse Network. You gained more strength to 
your voice following the Forde Inquiry; in small 
local peer networks, state wide and national net-
works such as Alliance of Forgotten Australians 
and Care Leavers Network… you are the mem-
bers of all these sometimes acting alone, some-
times together, sometimes not so together! You 
have never forgotten your rights as 

citizens to let your parliamentary representative 
know your message and your life experience. 

You have identified so often when systems col-
lude injustice and abuse continues. As you have 
often said It takes a village to raise a child, and it 
takes a village to abuse one. 

In Queensland, through the multiple inquiries into 
paedophilia, police corruption, allegations in de-
tention centres, orphanages, foster care, boarding 
schools, faith communities, child protection you 
have been the unseen witness, observers, inform-
ers, advocates. 

Rebuilding trust. 

For your engagement in this process of rebuilding 
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institutional trust, or what others call moral re-
pair, we pay tribute to you today so that it is no 
longer hidden. 

This has been your gift to Australia and Queens-
land. Your passion for truth and justice has not 
only taken you beyond your own suffering and 
healing but taken us all to on a journey that is at 
the heart of our democracy: a voice of all not just 
the powerful. 

You have taken the time to learn about our demo-
cratic process, your have broken secrets, and you 
have become part of the global community 
through the internet, you have taken your voice to 
the Vatican, the English Parliament, the United 
Nations, Irish government as well as in Australia 
and Queensland to governments and churches 

You have educated so many politicians about 
your childhood and lasting impact and legacy of 
the abuse and crimes the abuse of power which 
has impacted on your life. 

You have participated in forums, prepared sub-
missions to Inquiries and Royal Commission. 
You are great researchers and problem solvers. 

You have not let those in leadership ignore you. 
To advocate and be effective you need people in 
leader-ship willing to engage, to hear you and to 
problem solve with you. To let you in. 

You have created allies with the media, local radi-
os, national broadcaster, local reporters and jour-
nalists. 

You have put forward solutions, resolutions, bills 
of parliament, policies and programs. 

You have generously engaged with governments, 
churches, and NGOs to create apologies, redress, 
and opportunities. 

You have consistently presented the limitations, 
the failure and the inadequate responses when 
needed. 

Advocacy is not a solo act. 

To advocate and be effective you need people in 
leadership willing to engage, to hear you and to 
problem solve with you, to let you in. 

You have not let those in leadership ignore you. 

I know that as the Royal Commission ends you 
will be seeking new leadership closer to home 
here in Queensland. Leadership that will ensure 
the recommendations of the Royal Commission 
do not sit on a shelf but that the reform happens 

not as a solo act of government but in partnership 
with you. The people with lived experience and 
reflecting the diversity of who you are 

You had your allies in government departments 
before, and you will continue to need them. Not 
to be your voice, but to listen to you and work 
with you in the reforms still needed. 

Your greatest ally has been democracy itself. 

It is often said that four critical elements exist 
within a democratic framework: legitimacy, jus-
tice, freedom, and power. Your lives and the lives 
of those who represent you in our Parliaments 
have been entwined. 

Your voice has been given legitimacy, your ef-
forts are creating justice (as slow as it has been), 
your freedom is bound up in your healing from 
the secrets of your past, and you have changed the 
power imbalance. 

Institutions of power are now being held to ac-
count. 

Your realities are no longer able to be called lies, 
a psychiatric condition, the over-active imagina-
tion of a child or scurrilous lies. Your intent has 
always been to create justice and we applaud your 
courage and determination. 

Not in a Silo. 

You have influenced: 5 Premiers and Opposition 
Leaders, 5 Prime Ministers and Opposition Lead-
ers, 12 State Ministers and Shadow Ministers, 
Senators and multiple MPs. 

You met every month for 8 years to bring about 
the recommendations of the Forde Inquiry. 

Your allies in the Senate Clair Moore and An-
drew Murray have continued to be your allies fol-
lowing the Community Affairs Senate Inquiry 
Reports. 

You have phoned Bishops and Archbishops 
across denominations. You have protested outside 
churches where there was no access to democratic 
process. 

You phoned the Pope. 

When you couldn’t get through, you called inter-
national phone directory, got put through and 
spoke each week to those who provided domestic 
duties to the Pope in the hope they would tell 
him. You have never doubted the sphere of influ-
ence any one person may have. 
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You have done leadership training and advocacy 
training, learned computer skills, and written let-
ters. 

You have sent emails, you have made phone 
calls, you have visited personally so many Mem-
bers of Parliament and so generously given your 
personal accounts, the impacts and the solutions 
and change you want to see 

Making justice is your legacy. 

Including: - An Australian Government apology 
To Forgotten Australians. - An apology from the 
Prime Minister of England to British Child Mi-
grants. - A Queensland Government and Church 
Leaders Apology: Abuse of Children in Queens-
land Institutions in Adult Mental Health Institu-
tions, Forde Adoptions. - Multiple Apologies 
from Churches: Catholic, Anglican, Uniting 
Church, Salvation Army, Baptist and their dioces-
es or local jurisdictions. 

- A memorial at Emma Miller Place Brisbane in-
stitutional care and Kurilpa, South Brisbane rec-
ognising abuse in out of home care and detention 
centres. - Memorials across Australia in Perth, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney following Senate 
Committee Report Forgotten Australians. - A Na-
tional Oral History project, National Museum Ex-
hibitions (which still needs a home). - Resource 
Centres and services across Australia. Lotus place 
was the first, with Wattle Place (NSW), Open 
Place (Victoria) and Tuat Place (WA). - Law Re-
form: Removal of Civil Ligitation Time Limita-
tion Period. - Child Protection Reforms that have 
not yet gone far enough in strengthening families 
and preventing removal of children in the first 
place. - Parliamentary Inquiries or Royal Com-
mission in Victoria, South Australia, NSW, Tas-
mania. 

As Queenslanders you can be proud that you were 
one of the first to give witness through the Forde 
Inquiries and other Inquires around child sexual 
abuse in the 1990s in Queensland. 

You have been part of all this not just for yourself 
but for so many Australians who shared the pain-
ful reality of the impacts of childhood abuse, se-
crecy and lack of accountability. 

Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse 

In May this year Justice, McLennan spoke to the 
National Council of Churches. 

At that time the Royal Commission had held 57 
public hearings, examined 1.2 million documents, 
heard evidence from 1,200 witnesses, held public 
hearings with policy focus, 44 research papers. 

To date 40,231 calls have been handled, 24,480 
letters and emails, 7,509 private sessions with 
survivors, 2, 340 matters have been reported to 
authorities including police, 127 prosecutions 
have commenced as of May 2017. 

32% of survivors who have attended private ses-
sion reported abuse in a government institution, 
10% in secular institution and 59% in religious 
institution 

32% of survivors who attended private sessions 
reported abuse in the Catholic Church institution, 
9% Anglican, 4% Salvation Army, 3% other 
protestant institution, 2% in Presbyterian and Re-
formed church institution, 1.3% Uniting Church, 
1% Jehovah Witness. 0.6% Baptist, 0.5% Pente-
costal, 0.4% Churches of Christ; 0.4% Seventh 
Day Adventist and 0.3% Lutheran. 

A Redress report has been released recommend-
ing a National Redress Scheme resulting in cur-
rent negotiations about a Commonwealth Redress 
Scheme by the Australian Government. Your in-
put as always is in identifying the limitations, 
voicing your expectations and concerns and seek-
ing justice from all stakeholders including 
Queensland and other state governments for all 
forms of abuse in out of home care, and faith in-
stitutions and communities. 

Thank you. 

There is a saying that we often use from Margaret 
Mead 

“Never doubt that a small group of committed cit-
izens can change the world. Indeed it is the only 
thing that ever has.” 

You are evidence of the wisdom of this. 

We pay tribute to your strength and spirit, your 
courage and determination and your active citi-
zenship to rebuild trust in our institutions that are 
entrusted with the care of children and the vulner-
able in our society. 

As that small group of committed citizens you 
have brought to life another often quoted aspira-
tion 

“The moral test of government is how govern-
ment treats those who are at the dawn of life, the 
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children, those who are at the twilight of life, the 
elderly; those who are in the shadows of life, the 
sick, the needy and those with a disability” - Hu-
bert H Humphrey, US Politician 

You have lived through all these phases of life 
across your lifespan and you deserve the attention 
of our governments. 

Thank you for bringing us all as a community to a 
place where our collective desire for a society to 
create justice for all can become a reality through 
our work together. Work that will bring about the 
accountability of our institutions that are entrust-

ed with the care and protect children and vulnera-
ble adults regardless of whether they are faith 
based, government, or secular. 

Thank you for being the voice that prompts and 
challenges our shared values as a democracy of 
equality for all. 

Please join with me in applauding those among us 
who are the members of the Historical Abuse Net
-work, and individuals and their families who are 
the Adult Survivors of childhood abuse in institu-
tional settings in government, church and com-
munity. 

"We acknowledge and affirm the courage of all people who have 
experienced childhood abuse in institutional settings. We affirm 
their determination in the face of denial and powerful institutions 
in breaking the silence and being a voice for reform and justice.  
We recognise that while change has been slow, change has  

occurred and we affirm the place in the history of Queensland that 

those who have experienced abuse have claimed in daring to be 

voices for that change." 

The Gympie Group meets on the second Monday of the month, 11.30am to 1.30pm.   
The venue varies depending on the weather. The Christmas break-up 
lunch will be held 11th  December at 11.30am - 2pm at the Rotunda in 
Lake Alford Park (also known as the Duckponds). Group will resume in 
the New Year.  For details please contact Lotus Place on 07 3347 8500  
or 1800 16 11 09 via Find & Connect.          

The Forgotten Australian’s Wynnum Catch Up Group 
is on again 11:45am, Saturday, 11th November 2017  
as part of the Community Meal at Hemmant Flexi Centre (beside the Hem-
mant Station) 56 Hemmant-Tingalpa Road, Hemmant QLD 4174.  This is a 
free three course lunch put on by Wynnum Community Centre. The catch 
up happens every 3 months.  This is the last one for the year.  Hope to see 
you there. For more info contact Chris on 0415 556100 

Empower Arts is a peer run group, Forgotten Australians  

empowering and supporting Forgotten Australians.  

2018 Empower Arts Calendar: The group would like to  

invite artists to submit  artwork for inclusion in the calendar. 

Please contact Colleen via Lotus Place by 17th November. 

The Memorial Board (stage 1) was delivered in time for this 

year’s Memorial Day, remembering community members who 

have passed away. More names will be added annually.  Infor-

mation on how to do this will be provided in the next Lilypad. 

My Special Place by Sherryl 

A garden in a valley, Wild flowers, 
Sun flowers, Small stream, 

Wild grass, Birds nesting in the trees, 
Bees buzzing around the hive, 

The smell of the soil, 
The sound of the rain 
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Day Time Date Detail 

Tuesdays (5 sessions) 
from 10th October  

Choir Rehearsal for Concert  Performance (10am to 12pm):  At Lotus 
with Cath & Jay from WOVB choir. There is still time to join in. All welcome. 

Thursdays 
from 19th October  

Lotus Drama Group Concert Rehearsal (10am to 12pm): work together to 
prepare a small piece to perform at the Songs of Justice Concert. 

Mondays (3 sessions) 
from 23rd October 

Leather Craft (10am to 12pm):  create your own leather item, learn about 
leather craft tools and techniques used to work with leather.  

Tuesday 14th November 
(Event) 

National Apology Art Activity and Morning Tea (10am ): at Lotus Place 
Stones Corner.  Design & decorate a postcard with a message.   

Thursday 16th November 
(Event) 

Songs of Justice Concert (5.30pm to 9pm): A community concert celebrat-
ing the anniversary of the National Apology to Forgotten Australians and 
Former Child Migrants held at The Edge, State Library Queensland. 

Wednesdays (4 sessions) 

from 22nd November 

Market Stall Craft Group (1pm to 3pm):   Participants will be assisted and 
supported to make items for the Christmas market stall in December. 

Mondays (2 sessions) 

from 27th November 

Market Planning Group (10am to 12pm):   for the planning, preparation and 
promotion of the Christmas market stall in December. 

Tuesday 12th December 

(Event) 

Lotus Place Christmas Family Fun Day (10.30am—1.30pm) held at 
Hanlon Park (close to Lotus Place Stones Corner) 

Friday 15th December 

(Event ) 

Lotus Place Christmas Dinner: (6.30pm start):  Sit down dinner and live 
music at the  South Leagues Club, Davies Park, West End. 

Wednesday 20th December 

(Market Stall) 

Xmas Market Stall (10am to 1pm): Hand made craft items for sale.  Please 
contact Lotus Place if you would like to include your craft or help out. 

  

BOOK  YOUR  PLACE & 

Register Your Interest 

 For all events and activities listed please book in with Michelle at  
Lotus Place on (07) 3347 8500, for planning purposes & in case of changes.  

*part of the Hive Activities Program—please speak to Lotus Place staff if interested 

 Weekly Activities Timetable 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

   

*Bingo 
1pm – 3pm 

(monthly) 

 
*Animal  
Engagement 
1.30pm – 3.30pm 

 
Lotus Place  
Closed at 3.00pm 

Lotus Place  
Peer Lunch  
Guest Speakers, Info 
Sessions & Activities 
10.30am –3pm 

*Music Appreciation 
11.30pm– 1.30pm 

*Darts 
1.30pm – 3.30pm 

*Open Mic 
6.00pm  (Monthly)  

*Community Meal 
 6.00pm  (Monthly)  

 
*Fishing 
9:30am – 3.30pm 
(fortnightly)  
 

Lotus Place  
Opens  at 12 noon 
 

 
*Café Trivia 
12pm– 1pm 
(fortnightly)  

 
*Campbell’s Club 
9.30am – 11.30am  

 

Lotus Place  
Art Group 
1pm – 3pm 
 

*Exhibition Openings 
5.30pm - 7.30 pm 
( Monthly) 

*Art at West End 

Community House 

9.30am – 11.30am 

 

 
 

*Music Rehearsal 
1.30pm – 3.30pm 

Up and Coming Activities & Events 

The Gold Coast Group holds its final Peer Get together for the year on  
Tuesday 5th December at Southport Community Centre from 10am to 2pm.   
The annual Christmas Party will be held at Southport RSL on Tuesday 12th  
December at  12pm.  The Group will resume in the New Year Tuesday the 23rd   
January, 2018. Happy holidays everyone!  For more information about the  
Tuesday group  please call  Lotus Place on  3347 8500. 


