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Lotus Place and Reconciling Histories Project has been 
funded by Arts Queensland and the Regional Arts  
Program to employ professional artists and  
facilitators to deliver art workshops. Fortnightly  
workshops start in May with a showcase of works in 
September during Child Protection Week.  

Workshops will provide a supportive creative  
environment where all participants will be  
encouraged to build their creative confidence and 
skills, and to express themselves artistically without  
judgement. 

Workshops will support the use of art in truth telling, 
recovery and healing. Participants will be supported 
to reclaim their heroic journeys of survival,  
acknowledging the past, living in the present and find 

ways to look forward to a better future. Make new 
memories and recollect moments of joy, strength and 
resilience, no matter how small.  

Reimagine the past and envision a new future through 
the healing power of creative projects.  

Learn new skills, using a range of materials and a  
variety of techniques, with access to equipment and 
resources at The Edge such as Laser Cutters, CNC 
cutter, 3D printers, Recording Studio. 

No experience necessary! Have fun and try new 
things. Workshops open to all Forgotten Australians. 
(See workshop details, page 4).  Mentorships are  
available for more experienced artists.  Contact Katie 
if you are interested in a mentorship.  (on 3347 8500) 

Artwork produced collaboratively by members of the Lotus Art Group in March 2021. 

Using art in truth telling, recovery and healing.    
Building creative skills, inspiring imagination, and supporting self -expression. 

Healing Art Project For Lotus Place 
Recollecting. Reconnecting. Reclaiming the journey. 

http://www.lotusplace.org.au
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Micah Projects’ Redress Team is  

continuing to assist people to  

submit applications to the National 

Redress Scheme (NRS). The NRS 

provides support to people who  

experienced child sexual abuse in 

institutions  

including, but not limited to, foster 

care, children’s homes, youth  

detention centres, sporting clubs, 

schools, and religious institutions.  

To know more about the NRS and 

your eligibility, or to discuss if the 

NRS is the right option for you, 

please phone on 3036 4490  

9am-5pm Monday to Friday or  

The National Redress 

COMMUNITY EVENT! - HOMELESS CONNECT 

Homeless Connect brings together businesses and community groups at a one-day 

event. It provides free services to people experiencing homelessness, or those at risk 

of homelessness. 

Homeless Connect events provide the following: 

• volunteer medical and allied health care professionals such as doctors, 
• dentists, optometrists, podiatrists and massage therapists 
• housing support and community support 
• haircuts by volunteer barbers and hairdressers 
• immunisation delivered by Council's immunisation team. 
• personal grooming items such as face washers, toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo and  

deodorant 
• clothing and shoes for adults, children and babies 
• non-perishable food items 
• lunch and entertainment. 

Changes to Find and Connect Team   
The Find and Connect team was sorry to farewell family tracing volunteer Deb Warren last week. Deb is going to be travelling 

around Queensland for a few months and we wish her safe travels. We thank Deb for the fabulous work she has done for several 

participants over the last 18 months.  At the same time we welcome Liz Kebby who joined the team in March.  
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The grant program provides Australia-wide assistance targeted financial support in the areas of education,  
employment, dental, health and wellness.   Applications need to be submitted to Forde Foundation no later than 
28th May 2021.  The Board will be assessing this round of grants on the 24th June 2021.  Successful grants will be 
offered after this date.  Please note 3rd Round will close 10th August, 4th round will close 13th November. 
 

The Historical Abuse Network (HAN) would like to invite  
interested people to a forum to discuss our framework document. 
(We will be asking people for their ideas about any changes) 

We will be meeting at Lotus Place Wednesday 5th May from 9am. 

Due to COVID restrictions, numbers are limited and we are asking people to RSVP. 

Please call Michelle on 33478500 to register your interest. 

BLUE KNOT HELPLINE  1300 657 380  

BEYOND BLUE 1300 22 46 36   

LIFELINE 13 11 14 

MENSLINE 1300 78 99 78  

1800 RESPECT 1800 737 732 

In an Emergency Tripple Zero (000) 

If you find yourself feeling overwhelmed, in need of support or just wanting to chat, help is available.  

The Historical Abuse Network (HAN) is a network  

of people who experienced abuse, including  

sexual abuse, in state or church run institutions,  

foster care, youth detention centres and those  

who as children were placed in adult mental  

health institutions. 

Above right: Sculpture by artist Gavin Fenelon, 
Roma Street Parklands, Brisbane. 
Above left: The Youth Detention Commemoration 
by artist Gavin Fenelon, Corner of Boundary Street 
and Riverside Drive, Kurilpa Point, South Brisbane 

Accountability of governments, churches and non-
government organisations for breach of statutory 
fiduciary duty:  

• which created environments characterised by abuse, 

neglect and deprivation which enabled sexual abuse 

of children to occur which impacted on all children  

• for crimes, lack of accountability in reporting sexual 

offenders to police, protecting the institution over the 

protection of children  

• for aggravated harm due to the length of time it has 

taken government and churches to respond ade-

quately to survivors  

• to provide survivors with redress for the breach of 

fiduciary duty through a combination of processes for 

truth, healing and reconciliation, financial payments, 

specialist services, priority access to mainstream 

services including access to psychological care and 

law reform. 
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RECONCILING HISTORIES  
CREATIVE WORKSHOPS 
BRISBANE 
STARTING TUESDAY 18TH MAY 
9.30AM - 1PM 
THE EDGE, STATE LIBRARY QUEENSLAND 
RSVP: LOTUS.ARTS@MICAHPROJECTS.ORG.AU 
PH: 07 3347 8500 
RECONCILING HISTORIES IS AN ART PROJECT SEEDING CREATIVITY 
AND INSPIRING IMAGINATION AND EXPRESSION FOR ADULTS WHO 
HAVE A LIVED EXPERIENCE OF INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE AS CHILDREN 

Through a series of 6 creative workshops held fortnightly at The Edge  

Fabrication and Digital Media labs, participants will be supported in a safe 

space to creatively investigate, explore and illuminate their strengths, hopes 

and dreams, born from a history of reconciling their truth, seeking justice 

and healing.  

Workshops will be led by professional artists and creative staff from The 

Edge. Participants will be guided through a number of different processes 

investigating the use of a variety of techniques such as painting, drawing, 

collage, 3D printing, digital fabrication, sound, and lighting.  

Work produced in these creative sessions will be exhibited in a public  

showcase in September 2021 to coincide with Child Protection Week.  

RSVP 

E: lotus.arts@micahprojects.org.au  

P: 33478500 

Artwork by Alex Temesvary 

mailto:lotus.arts@micahprojects.org.au
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Moji Khakbaz is multi-discipline artist with qualifications in fine arts and Interactive and Visual Design.  She 

chose to study art because she sees how art can help people explore more about themselves and the 

world. It can create positive changes and believes it is a powerful tool for social change.  In her art practice 

she has witnessed how the creative art can provide space for raising concerns about different aspect of life 

in non-confrontational ways, challenging people and engaging people to questioning the situation. Moji’s 

sees the future of her creative practice as an integrated part of her personal journey.  Painting, design, 

photography, drawing and all different aspects of my practice give meanings to her life.   

Emma Gardner:  Working with an inter-disciplinary approach to her arts practice, Brisbane/Meanjin based artist 

Emma Gardner uses installation, performance, and collaboration, yet her underlying method is always drawing. She 

explores process driven, laborious techniques - like cyanotype – with a variety of up-cycled textiles. Gardner uses 

drawing to question the inherent implications of moral, ethics, gender and class politics that are present when the 

body is thrown into any subject matter.  Emma is passionate about the role that visual art has in society; to stimu-

late conversation and awareness through material investigations and outcomes. She joined the team for the Recon-

ciling Histories project with the hope to share skills and provide creative support and stimulation for people in their 

arts practice.  

Gavan Fenelon: “I’ve been drawing and making things since I was a child.  From school I studied stage, film, and 

television acting, music, film making, and visual arts. This led to me spending my life acting, performing, making 

music, designing stage sets and costumes, making films, illustrating stories, producing graphic artworks, creating 

original artworks on paper, making lino-cut, woodblock and mono prints, creating sculptures, making digital art-

works, dreaming up and carrying out projects involving children and adults living with physical and mental chal-

lenges, young people at risk, Forgotten Australians, and lately, facilitating art workshops with Lotus Place Art 

Group. I make sense of the world around me through making art.” 

Sarah Hockey is a student in community services and is currently working on placement. Her previous studies 

have included architectural drafting, learning support and units in psychology and counselling. Art has always 

been a valued aspect of Sarah’s life. Typically Sarah’s artistic practice is intuitive and centres around growth 

and the resolution of thoughts, ideas and feelings. She is passionate in supporting people reach their personal 

and professional goals, no matter how small the step or large the leap. 

Katie is a portrait and commercial photographer, working professionally for over 10 years to illustrate diverse 

ideas and create honest and moving images of the human experience. She has a passion for community develop-

ment and has worked across remote, rural and city areas of Australia to share in the extraordinary stories belong-

ing to everyday people. 

State Library Inspires possibilities through knowledge stories and creativity.   The Edge is the State Li-

brary space for creativity, ideas and experimentation.  The Edge Fabrication Lab is an open access com-

munity makerspace with equipment and tools available to anyone with a creative idea. If you have a 

hobby, project, assignment or an idea for a business that requires a laser cutter, soldering station, 3D 

printer, sewing machine or CNC Router, The Edge’s Fabrication Lab can help.   Part of the Fabrication 

Lab’s role is to explore making in libraries, empower communities to become makers and take control 

of their individual and communal cultural experience. 

A Space for Ideas  
Creativity, and  
Experimentation 

RECONCILING HISTORIES  

ARTISTIC TEAM SO FAR 

Artwork by Alex Temesvary 
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May 2021 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

3 4 5 6 7 
 

MAY DAY  

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

Morning Tea 9.30 - 11.30am 
  
10am Reconciling Histories 
Artist Facilitators Meet & Greet 
Information Session 
  
2.15pm Tai Chi Group 

 

 

9am -2pm  

Justice Review 
at Lotus Place 

 

11am Dance & 
Movement 
1pm   Lotus Art 
Group 
Gold Coast Group 

10am  

Mindful Movement 

11am – 2pm  

AVP Planning  

Session 

10 11 12 13 14 
10am  

Creative Writing 

with Edwina 

Caboolture Meeting 

 Morning Tea 9.30 - 11.30am 

 11.30am -1.30pm  

 First Aid for your Heart 

 12pm The Quest Rehearsal  

           @ West End 

2.15pm Tai Chi Group 
 

1pm Guitar Group 
Intermediate 
  
12pm The Quest 
Rehearsal 
@ West End 

 

6.30pm The Quest  

Performance  

@ West End 

1pm  
Lotus Art Group  

10am- 2pm  

AVP Workshop 1 

6.30pm The Quest 

Performances  

@ West End  

(& Saturday & Sunday) 

17 18 19 20 21 
10am  

Creative Writing 

with Edwina 

 Gympie Group 
 

9.30am Reconciling Histories 
Workshop (@The Edge) 
  
2.15pm Tai Chi Group 

  

  

 

11am Dance &  
Movement 

1pm   Lotus Art Group 
 

 

10am- 2pm  

AVP Workshop 2 

24 25 26 27 28 
10am  

Creative Writing 

with Edwina 

University of  

Melbourne Visit University of Melbourne Visit 

Morning Tea 9.30 - 11.30am 

10.30am Bingo 

2.15pm Tai Chi Group 

  

 

1pm Movie Session 

 

11am Dance & 
Movement 
1pm   Lotus Art 
Group 

 

10am- 2pm  

AVP Workshop 3 
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Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 
  1 2 3 4 

  

 

9.30am Reconciling Histories 
Workshop (@The Edge) 
  
2.15pm Tai Chi Group 
  

 

10am Reconciling 
Histories Access to 
The Edge Studio 

 

11am  
Dance & Movement 
1pm    
Lotus Art Group 
Gold Coast Group 

 

10am- 2pm  

AVP Workshop 4 

7 8 9 10 11 
 

Gympie Group 

 

Morning Tea 9.30 - 11.30am 
10.30am   Minister Leanne Linard  
                 Visit to Lotus Place 
  
2.15pm Tai Chi Group 

 

1pm Guitar Group 
Intermediate 

 

11am  
Dance & Movement 

12.30 Exhibition Opening 
1pm   Lotus Art Group 

 

10am- 2pm  

AVP Workshop 5 

14 15 16 17 18 
 

10am  

Movie Session 

  
 

9.30am Reconciling Histories 
Workshop (@The Edge) 
  
2.15pm Tai Chi Group 

 

10am Reconciling 
Histories Access to 
The Edge Studio 

 

11am  
Dance & Movement 
  
1pm    
Lotus Art Group 

  

10am- 2pm  

AVP Workshop 6 

21 22 23 24 25 

  

 

Morning Tea 9.30 - 11.30am 
10.30 Bingo 
  
2.15pm Tai Chi Group 

  

 

11am  
Dance & Movement 
1pm    
Lotus Art Group 

   

10am  

Mindful Movement  

   30 

  

31 

 

11am  
Dance & Movement 
1pm    
Lotus Art Group  

  

June 2021 

10am Reconciling 
Histories Access to 
The Edge Studio 

9.30am Reconciling Histories 
Workshop (@The Edge) 
  
2.15pm Tai Chi Group 

29 28 

An Exhibition of Paintings by 

Through my artwork I  

express my creativity.  I try 

out new things and differ-

ent materials . The more I 

make art the better I get.  

My art helps me to focus 

and take my mind off neg-

ative things.   Until June 

Robert Hodson  

Colin Lofgren  

Peter Maxwell  

Coleen Stevenson 

(now on in June)  

Photograph by Robert Hodson 

Lotus Emerging Photographers  

Please join us for the Exhibition opening  

12.30pm Thursday 10th June 2021 

at Lotus Place, Stones Corner 

On the Wall At Lotus 

THE QUEST is a courageous celebration  
of what makes us unique. An eclectic 
group of people from diverse back-
grounds share their personal journeys of 
resilience, hope and joy through  
movement and dance. 

Performance Times: 

Thursday 13 May @ 6.30pm  

Friday 14 May @ 6.30pm and 7.30pm 

Saturday 15 May @ 6.30pm and 7.30pm 

Sunday 16 May @ 6pm 

Where to get tickets  
https://events.humanitix.com/the-quest 

Or contact Lotus Place 33478500 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.humanitix.com%2Fthe-quest&data=04%7C01%7Ckatie.mcguire%40micahprojects.org.au%7C610b241a18b34944f88c08d903145089%7Cc406986a8c9a46dc963e1a95b349270f%7C0%7C0%7C637544208107251500%7CUnknown
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46 Cleveland Street, Stones Corner Q 4120 

PO Box 3449 South Brisbane Q 4101 

Phone 07 3347 8500 or 1800 16 11 09 | Fax 07 3347 8590 

lotus@micahprojects.org.au | www.lotusplace.org.au 

The lotus flower has its origins and roots in the muddy waters below  

the surface, yet above the water is a beautiful resilient flower.  After a 

consultative process the Lotus Flower was chosen as both a metaphor 

and image to represent the journey from adversity to hope. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9am-3pm 9am – 5pm 12pm-5pm 9am-5pm 9am – 5pm 

Due to COVID-19 THERE IS NO CASUAL DROP IN 
it is important to confirm before attending Lotus Place 

Please phone Lotus Place on 3347 8500 

  

Creative Writing 
(not on in June) 
10am – 12pm 

  

  

Gympie Group** 

(monthly) 
11.30am – 1.30pm 

Morning Tea 
Lotus / The Edge 
(expression of interest 
to attend) 
9.30am—11.30am  

  

 

Tai Chi 
2.15pm - 3.15pm 

  

  

Guitar Players 
Group 
(monthly) 
1pm - 2.30pm  

  

Gold Coast Group** 

(monthly) 
11am – 2pm 

 

Dance  & Movement 
11am-12.15pm 

 

Art Group 

1pm-3pm 

  

 

Mindfulness 
Movement 
10am – 11am 

(not on in June) 

 
 

 

 

**held externally;   

Up to date information is available on our website www.lotusplace.org.au  under ‘News & Events  


